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Questions and Answers

Q&A of Yang’s presentation on “Open Access, Deep Web, and Online Collaboration in Chinese Studies: the FOREASt Experience”

Q. Who’s paying for the domain name and the work involved in the web site development?

A:  I pay about $15 a year for the domain name (http://www.foreast.org). FOREASt.org is hosted on Google Sites, which is free. The FOREASt Discussion Forum is hosted on Wordpress.com, which is also free. 

Q. Can the resources be cataloged in WorldCat?

A: The free resources covered by the site are not mine.  I’m not a cataloger, so I can’t catalog them myself.  Whoever is interested in cataloging these web resources can do it freely.

Q. Have you ever thought of doing the same thing in the areas of science, technology and medicine? 

A: There is a separate East Asian STM group co-chaired by Tomoko Steen and Laura Wong, which I am part of. I think this approach works for STM, but I’m not a STM specialist, so I can’t take the lead on a STM project.

Q. It is impressive to see many links.  What strategies you used to discover invisible/deep resources and to update links?

A: Sometimes I receive user reports about broken links. I also run linkcheckers periodically. Google is working on search engine solutions to the deep web problem. The approach I use can be called “curation”, in which I select, organize, and share resources. Hopefully I can build a community around these resources so that everyone who needs to know about them will know. 

Q&A of Asian Art Libraries: Comparative Perspectives 

*Question from Vicki Doll (Kansas), to Shu Yue (Smithsonian) and Xu Min (Metropolitan Museum of Art)
· Since the Freer Library has the depository program for catalogs of exhibitions of the Japanese art, can you work with China, Taiwan, and Hong Kong to have similar depository programs?

Shu Yue

This can initially give the Chinese communities an idea, to develop a similar program, to go out and contact major galleries or fine art institutes/institutions to get free catalogs, and also to tap into their fat wallets.

Q&A of Post-1949 Chinese Local Gazetteers: Digitizing & Collaborative Collection 

*Question from Ye Ding (Georgetown) to Susan Xue (UC Berkeley) and Cheng Hong (UCLA)
Ye Ding first expressed his appreciation of the work and asked 

· Are there any future plans for gazetteers? Especially to be open and accessible for other libraries?

Susan Xue

There are still unstable URLs for some resources. She has also been seeking assistance from CDL (California Digital Library). However, she would need to send the application in first. If her proposal is accepted, CDL will do on archiving gazetteers. For CDL, it will be trying to capture sites/URLs for about every six months.
Cheng Hong

      He would like to see a joint catalog with UC-Berkeley on print gazetteers.
*Comment from Zhang Ying, UC Irvine, to Xue and Cheng

She commented that many CCP (Chinese Communist Party) school libraries in China (dangxiao), including Shanghai, Tianjin, and Chongqing etc., have developed local gazetteers databases. Many are available on the Internet, and Susan may want to add links to them from her table.

*Question from Brian Vivier (Michigan) to Susan Xue 

Brian Vivier asked about how CDL’s web archiving technology captures dynamic change of a website. 
Susan Xue 

CDL’s web archiving project periodically re-captures the same website, so changes will be archived as well. Once captured, it will not allow public access for the contents in the first six months. Then after 6 months, the contents should be available to the public. Susan is not sure how the technology keeps recapturing, while the public has access.
